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Wheeler H, Peckham and SimonSterne Show the Policy'sFolly and the Contract'sLeaks.
It came to a show of hands 011 the RamapoWater Trust In the Board of Public Improvementsyesterday.
The Board put itself into such a position

that it never can, with consistency, vote
for any water contract.
Five members placed themselves on record

In a declaration to this effect:
That it is not for the public interest that

the city contract with any private corporationfor its supply of water. That the
rights of persons or corporations now supplyingwater to the city by contract should
be acquired for the city at the earliest
possible moment.
In short, that the municipality shall "own

its water system exclusively."
Mr. Holahan and Mr. Dalton were the

only two members of the Board who cared
to go on record as opposed to these principles.
Comptroller Coler and his expert engineersopened the proceedings with a broadsideof facts and figures to prove.and they

did prove.the financial absurdity, the mechanicalimpossibility and the moral obliquityof the Itamapo Water Company's proposition.
Wheeler H. Peckham and Simon Sterne,

speaking for the Citizens' Union, served
notice that public sentiment and the publicconscience was lined up squarely against
what they called this monstrous scheme.
Mr. Holahan had a few voices on his side.

They were Stephen Barton, famous ror nis
aid in his sister's Bed Cross benevolences,
who said lie represented the Fire Underwriters,and that they wanted more water,
lie didn't say directly that they wanted
Iiamapo water. Fire Commissioner and
Fire Chief Croker said they wanted water
and water pressure, but didn't exhibit any
particular necessity for Ramapo water.
Mr. Holalian himself made a deliberate and
elaborate argument to show that more
water must be had. His figures were rid
died by the Comptroller's up-to-date estimates.He made a personal declaration
that he was honest in this as in other matters.He and the Comptroller had many
a skirmish in which the Comptroller had
the best of it. Mr. Holahan raced defeat
unblinking and undaunted, and his "No,"
when he voted against the declaration of
independence from water companies, was
just as vigorous as his "Aye" two weeks
ago for the Ramapo contract.

Nothing but Kamajio.
There were present when the board met

at 2:30 o'clock President Holahan, ComptrollerColer, Bridge Commissioner Shea,
Commissioner of Highways Keating, Commissionerot Water Supply Dalton, Commissionerof Sewers Kajte, Commissioner of
Building, Lighting and Supplies Kearney
and Captain Gibson, street cleaning commissionerMcCartney's deputy. Corporation
Counsel Whalon was not present. President
Coogau, of the borough of Manhattan, was
another conspicuous, absentee. Borough
Presidents Haffen, of the Bronx, and
Cromwell, of Richmond, wore present. The
board lost no time In getting down to businesson the Ramapo water job.
The service had been made of Justice

Bookstaver's order forbidding further actionby the board on the contract unti' decisionon the motion restraining the board
from ever acting upon it had been reached.
It was understood, therefore, that there
was no prospect of any action at all favor
able to the Ramapo Company.
A cablegram from President Grout, of

Brooklyn, was read, asking for a week's
postponement of action. The resolutions
adopted by the Social Reform Club deenouncingtlie steal were presented by Pres'ident Holahan, who made a wry face as
they were being read. He looked more
pleased as the secretary read a communicationfrom J. Montgomery Hare, president
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Comptroller Coler, who was enthusiasticallyreceived, spoke as follows at the

Cooper Union mass meeting last night:
Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen.

I regret that I am not a more trained
public speaker, in order .that I might
convey more fully to you a few ideas
that I may have upon th's subject.
FIRST OF AIR,, THIS SEEMS TO ME
A BI-PARTISAN MEETING TO CONDEMNA BI-PARTISAN JOB. (Great
applause.)
Some fourteen or fifteen years ago

some eminent and highly-bred Republicansgot up the Ramapo water scheme;
they tried it on Brooklyn, they tried it
011 New York; It has come to us now.
They are in the background, and they
they will "fret the stuff."

If you will pardon me for a moment
I will describe to you somewhat the
conditions of the City of New York
when the present administration came
into power. I had the honor to succeed
ninety-five separate treasurers; in other
words, there were ninety-live corporationsconsolidated in the City of New
York. These brought with them all
manner of debts and obligations. It
took us some time to see what the
manner of our financial condition was,
and through the discussion of that
financial problem came up the questionof debts.
We were under an overwhelming mass

of obligations which seemed to have no
end and it was not until the first of
July this year that the city came to
have a margin for new improvements.
Money for Rapid Transit, Too.

Without gqing into the long details of
he city's financial condition, which you
ill all read in the reports which will
Indhe morning papers, I wish to say,

I arc jvilling to stake my reputation
/ office upon it. that THE CITY
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WHEELER
of the Board of Fire Underwriters, askingthe board to make provision for an
adequate supply of water for fire purposes.
Mr. Holahan remarked that lie would show
from reports of the financial and other
proper officials that the city was not in a

position to increase the water supply by
public work.
Comptroller Coler interrupted, challengingthat statement. "It has never been so

jreported by any proper officials," he said,
Then a statement by Comptroller Coler,

j accompanied by the reports or nis engineerson the merits and demerits of the
Ramapo water job, was read by the jj££|retary. It took an hour to read it.
Mr. Coler's communication then set forth

briefly what he expected to prove:
Firstly.That the supplying of water to large

cities by private companies has everywhere througnIout the civilized world- proved a failure as comparedwith municipal ownership of the water supply.
Secondly.That the proposed contract with the

Ramapo Water Company would result in the city
paying an excessive price for water, and that at
the end of forty years the city would have absolutelynothing to show for an expenditure of about
$200,000,000. and would gradually become more
and more dependent on the mercy of private inter>Tjgh

for w
or rapid tp
OF NEW YORK.IF ITS FINANCES |
ARE PROPERLY^ ADMINISTERED
AINU 11*' J'lll'jItJPj AJtvrj wj^vTRAVAGANCESIN ANY DIRECTION
-NOT ALONE HAS MONEi.ENOUGH
TO OWN ITS WATERWORKS. BUT
IT HAS MONEY ENOUGH FOR
RAPID TRANSIT BESIDES. (Loud applause.)

I have no feelings of compunction in
standing here to-niglit upon the broad
principle of municipal ownership of franchises.(Applause.) And If any party
or organization that has elected me
takes a position different from that, it
is not me, but the organization that
elected me. that Is untrue to the trust.
(Great applause.)
Just one moment about the Ramapo

job Itself: I heard of it only a day or

two before the meeting. Commissioner
Shea had a better idea of what was goingto turn up than I did, and he managedto post me pretty well on the subject.and we were both there.
TT WAS A PROPOSITION TO

VOTE FOR FIVE MILLIONS OF
DOLLARS FOR FORTY YEARS,
4VO WT-rrr'TT T'TTTT! PaKSmiA'T1 OF
THE BOARD OF PUBLICIMPROVEMENTSREFUSED TO GIVE
THE FINANCIAL OFFICER OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK A RIGHT
TO MAKE A REPORT ON BEFORE
THE PEOPLE. That Is all I have to
say on that subject; the way It was
rushed through speaks for Itself, land
the people will have to take care of
that. I merely will attend to my duty
on the business end of the proposition.
(Applause.)
Here was a. contract to deliver water

at the northerly boundary of the city
of New York, whether It was In -a
vacant lot or on the New York Centraltracks, we don't know.nothing
was specifically arranged for It.
It would cost us probably ten or

twenty milllons'of dollars to build the
reservoirs to receive that water. The
hiuhesz estimate that any engineer.
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municipal treasury.
Thirdly.That if the contract with the Ramapo

Water Company were entered into it would still be
necessary for the city to expend a very large amount
of money to utilize the water thus supplied.
Fourthly.That the Ramapo Water Company

could not be ready to supply the water contracted
for within the time specified in the contract, and
that the bond required from that company is entirelyinadequate to protect the city from loss if
provision is to be made in the meantime for the distributionof such water in the several boroughs of
the city.
Fifthly.That the charter of the

Ramapo Water Company in voiil or
voidable, and that it In not competentto enter into the contract
in question.
Sixthly.That the statements as to the future

requirements of the city as to water have been
grossly exaggerated in the report of the Commissionerof Water Supply.Seventhly.That the Water Supply of the boroughsof Manhattan and the Bronx will be sufficientfor many years to satisfy the population of
these boroughs, and that with proper prevention
of waste the Croton watershed and the adjoining
territory can provide a large surplus for the use of
the other boroughs.
mgnuuy. a "at uie legitimate suurces 01 water

supply on Long Island for the borough of Brooklyn
have been by no means exhausted.

ater
:ansit. too.
and now I am sneaking of the engineer
of the Water Department.and Chief
Tully, of the Aqueduct Commiaslon.
the highest amount that they say they
can possibly spend a year is from ten
to fifteen millions of dollars.
The highest amount that has ever

been spent in the City of New York
up to the present time in the constructionof the Croton Aqueduct and of
your magnificent water supply is $4,500,000in one year.
THE CONTRACT WITH THIS COMPANYPROVIDED FOR PAYING
MORE MONEY THAN THE CITY OF
NEW YORK HAS EVER 1ET EX-
PKIN 1>BJU 1JM U.M, VMK UiN llti,
CONSTRUCTION OF ITS OWN
WORKS.

A Telling Comparison.
The amount of $5,000,000 a year is in

the neighborhood of $500,000 more than
you now receive from the Crolon Aqueductfund in the boroughs of Manhattanand the Bronx, and it is unnecessaryfor me to go further on that subject.
But there is one point that I want to,

in a measure, if I can, address myself
to the citizens of New York. For years
the bad in all New York has been
shown up; we read of crime and of
everything else. It seems to me the
time will come when passion and politicalcorruption may, in some degree,
cease, and throughout the world the
city of New York will come to be
known what it is.the best, the greatest
city in the world. (Applause.)
We do not hear much of the MetropolitanMuseum or the Museum of

Natural History, of our great school
system and all those things, and It
seems to me that our people, after we
have won this fight, as win it we
will (applause).we should speak well
of our city and not all the time say
we have bad things here. We have
good things. Let u* fight out these
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KING TO THE BOARC
Ninthly.That the Board of Public Improvements

is not empowered by law to authorize the execu-
tion of the contract 'in question, and that the
approval of that board would not enable the Commissionerof Water Supply to enter intp such a
contract.
Tenth.That the city of New York is in a posi,tion to expend by the issue of bonds the necessary

money to provide for the extension of its water
system.

Plenty of Money.
"The last point being: of a financial rather

than of an engineering nature," continued
the Comptroller's report, "there Is no reasonwhy I should not immediately state my
views to the Board.
"The claim has been made that if the

necessary bonds were to be issued for this
purpose the city would be prevented by
constitutional provisions from Issuing bonds
for other highly necessary purposes.
"The present debt of the city is within

the constitutional limit thereof by more
than twenty-two million dollars.
"At the next election an amendment to

things among ourselves; let us place
the responsibility where it 'belongs,
and in the end advertise our own town
as the greatest there is. (Applause.)

THEIR INFLUENCE IS
AGAINST RAMAPO.

Telegrams of regret for inability to attendthe Cooper Union meeting were read
from ex-Conirre-ssman Clavton. John Jacob
Astor, Bridge Commissioner Shea, ex-tiovernorDavid B. Hill and others.
Here are some of them:

Newport, R. I., Aug. 30.
W. R. Hearst, New York Journal.
Very glad to have you use my name for Ramapo

public meeting, but regret cannot serve actively on
committee as I do not expect to be in New York
for some time. J. J. ASTOR.

Profile House, N. H.. Aug. 20.
Have no apology to offer for action seventeen

years ago regarding New York, then dangerously
deficient in water supply. Absolutely opposed to
Ramapo contract. Comptroller Coler deserves well
of all good citizens. Ex-Secretary Bliss fully concurs.CHARLES STEWAlt C SMITH.

W. R. Hearst, New York Journal.
I feel now just as X did when the matter first

came up in the Board of Public Improvements,
that the whole scheme is next to highway robbery,
and the New York Journal can count on me for
anything it wishes me to do in relation to the
matter. Respectfully, JOHN L. SHEA.

Bath ' Beach, N. Y.
W. R. Hearst, N. Y. Journal: You can add my

name to the Vigilance Committee to defeat the
Ramapo deal. I am glad to help in any way I
can. BERTRAM T. CLAYTON.

W. R. Hearst, N. Y. Journal: I shall be very
glad to have my name added to the committee to
defeat the Ramapo scheme.

WILLIAM ASTOR CHANLER.

Washington. D. C.. Aug. 30.
N. Y. Journal: Impossible to come to meeting

to protest against Ramapo outrage, but this does
not lessen my indignation against the job, which
must be defeated by all honorable means.

SAMUEL GOMPERS.
President American Federation of Labor,

Dewey Nearlnpj Home.
Leslie's Weekly with its usual enterprise sent a

special photographer to Naples to join Admiral
Dewey. As a result this week's paper is brimful
of his work. Five full pages of photographs.the!
only authentic yWures secured since the Admiral
left the Orlenc,
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the Constitution is to be voted on, which,
if adopted, will add nearly thirty millions
of dollars more to the debt-incurring capacityof the city. In addition to this, the
revenues of th» Sinking Fund will amount
to more than $15,000,000 in 1900 and will
steadily increase after that year. This figure,therefore, represents the amount by
which new bonds can be annually issued
without any Increase of the city's net
debt."
The report of George S. Rice, a consultingengineer, employed by the Comptroller

to examine the Ksopus Creek in Ulster
County and the sixteen locations for storagebasins in that watershed designed to
be used by the Ramapo Water Company,
was then presented. Mr. Rice showed that
only seven of these reservoirs could be used
by the Ramapo Company, and that their
total capacity for storage was less than
12.000,000,000 gallons. He concluded that
this capacity is manifestly insufficient for
a supply of 200.000,000 gallons per diem
for New York City, as it would not givemuch more than two mouths' supply at a
dry time. Mr. Rice also reported that it
would not be possible for the Ramapo

MORE LEGA

Mr. Charles Frederick Adams, of
Brooklyn, altcays to the forefront when
the interests of the people are endangered,made an eloquent and forceful
speech. He said, in commenting upon the
resolutions passed by the mass meeting:

I am a believer in fair play, and althoughI have not been retained by our
eminent Brooklynite.by the way, here
is another Brooklynite, Silas B. Dutcher(hisses).to present his views, I do
wish in a measure to show you some
of his views. He or some one for him,
kindly furnished me with this little
pamphlet on this question, and I want
to call your attention to the points
which are made by that very able and
ingenious gentleman. All this was in
answer to the inquiries of your Comptroller.The first and main-point made
by our friend, Mr. Dutcher, Is this:
(Reading from the pamphlet) "The ob-

jection to obtaining water by contract
with a private company has no force in
this instance," says Mr. Dutcher. Why?
Watch the conclusive proof. (Again reading)"Inasmuch as our leading business
men,*property owners and taxpayers
have ashed that it shall be done, and petitionedthe Legislature to enact a law
permitting it to be done. New York City
now having, as is said, a number of
contracts with private water companies."
In his pamphlet he spepks of a certainpetition signed by some twelve

hundred property owners and taxpayers
and real estate brokers, etc., and the
fact that they have petitioned that a
private company be employed by New
York to extend the water supply proves
to our ingenuous, as well as Ingenious,
friend, Mr. Dutcher, that in this instancethe principle of municipal ownershipdoes not apply.
Watch that. Did you ever see a greaterfaith in a public petition. My friends,
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Water Cofhpany to construct its works on
the Esopus Creek with the connecting conduitsto the city of New York's northern
line Inside of three, or even five years.
A report by J. James R. Croes, another

of the Comptroller's consulting engineers,
showed that the Ten Mile River plan for
furnishing 100,000,000 gallons per diem to
the Croton watershed could be aecom-
pllshed in rhree years; that it would take
twice as long at least to Introduce water
from Esopus Creek, and that the Brooklyn
and Queens supply could be procured from

iMiuiu I" hi leasi a suunei nine man
from Esopus Creek. Mr. Croes showed rhat.!
to supply 100,000,000 gallons per day from
the Ten Mile River would cost $7,000,000
at most. The annual Interest on City
bonds for that sum would be $245,000.
The same amount of water furnished by

the Ramapo Company would cost $2,555,000
a year.
To supply Brooklyn 100,000,000 gallons

per day would require an initial cost of
$34,500,(X)0. The annual interest would be
$S57.500; annual cost of pumping statlous,
etc., $313,516, a total of $1,171,016.
To take the same amount of water *n

Brooklyn from the Ramapo Company would

LMOUSERS
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a petition can be got to be signed for
almost any purpose whatever.

I haven't any doubt, from my experienceand from experiments tried upon
the guliable public in the matter of .signingpetitions, it has been tried, and I
dare say.I venture to say.that if my
friend, Mr. Dutcher, were to circulate a

petition around among those twelve hundredtaxpayers that he speaks about, a
petition for any purpose; for Instance,
that Silas B. Dutcher be hanged (laugh-
ter), It would be signed. I haven't the
slightest doubt he could get plenty of
signatures to that.

Made It a Crime.
Notice the other point (reading from,

the pqfmphlet): "That New York City
already has a number of private contracts".thereforelet us add to them.
If you have already three or four diseases,get some more. That answers
that.
Here and there will will be an

official recognition of erime.
Now, it is not a crime to take
more profit out of tlie poor citizens.Let us make Lt a crime
by fighting a robber leg-ally as
well as morally.
We have another little fallacy. 1

am very impertinent. I am so enviousof Mr. Color's unpopularity with
these gentlemen that I want also to be
Impertinent. Here is the fallacy (reading):"What is necessary or best for
tlie city to do is for its officers to
decide." I say No. It Is not for Its
officers to decide. It Is for the people
themselves to decide (Applause), and
woe to the officers who dare, in the face
of public opinion, liecrnv the Interestswhich havev been trusted to their
care. (Applause.) It is no more for
our officers to decide these things than
it is for our cooks to decide what kind
of dinner we shall give our families.
Another thing (reading): "It is a

simple business proposition. H
Did you ever sed a simpler? (I
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Hot Colloquies Between the
Champion of the Treasury
and the Leader of Dutcher's
Official Allies,

cost $2,607,500 a year. This make* the costof taking water from the Ramapo Companyabout three times as great as the coat oftue same amount of water from works com6tmcted bv the c'ty of New YorkAsection of Mr. Croes's report deals withthe annual waste through leakage of pipesunderground which he places at at '-easthalf the water supply.Englrecr Eugene E. McLean, of the Deportmentof Finance, In a voluminous reportto the Comptroller analyzed and r!ddhdCommissioner Dalton's figures and argumentsin support of the Ramapo scheme.
His conclusions were that there s no quest'onof sufficiency of supply in 1004 or 1909,
ron that a lower and fairer rate of supplycculd be furnished in 1915, consequently
tuaz -there <s no need of excessive hasre.
Mr. Holahan quoted from Engineer De

Verona's report of 1895 to show that .$24,500,000would be the cost of adding 100,000,000gallons to the existing supply."Since then," said Mr. Holahan, "thjftcost of Iron and steel has been doubled,
end this, with the cost of labor under th«
new law, would double that estimate".*
"Do you mean to say that TammanyHall," shouted Comptroller Coler, "stands

for the proposition that we must give the
contract for water supply to a private
concern because vou do not want to ohev
the laws of the State and pay laborers
their legal wages?"
"Tammany Hall," yelled Mr. Holahan,"has always been the friend of the laboringman. I said no such thing.""You certainly did," replied the Comptroller.
"Now, Mr. Comptroller!" Mr, Holahan

was in a fury; 'VoO've had your say foV
the last two weeks. You have said all yo*
could say. You have manipulated the pressof this city and now".his voice was a perfeetshriek."I propose to have my say."
Mr. Holahan started to show by the Comptroller'slast report that New York was

head over ears In debt and couldn't spend
any money for water works. "That report,"said the Comptroller, "was based on
an opinion of the Corporation Counsel, who
has since had to change it. I wont stand
for the figures in it."
"You want rapid transit," said Mr. Holahan."You can't spend money for water

works and have rapid transit too. The
Comptroller says so."
"Hold on," said the Comptroller. "I'm

the only member of this administration
that tried to get rapid transit for this city.
I offered the city $15,000,000 a year for that
purpose."
Mr. Shea then moved h's resolution to

place the board on record as opposed to any
further contracts to private companies for
supplying wmei aiiu cuiuuiuuu); n, lu loic

acquirement of such private plants as are
now used. Mr. Holahan moved to amend
by postponing consideration.
Mr. Coler got up to second Mr. Shea's

resolution, and said:
"Reference has been made to amateur

statesmen. If an amateur is a man who
doesn't know enough about politics to get
aboard the Ramapo game, I'm one of
them."
He then explained again how $63,000,000

margin between the debt and the debt 11m.t
would be available soon and remarked that
in no year had it been necessary to speud
more than $4,000,000 for extension of the
water supply.
No one voted for Mr. Holahan's motion

to postpone.
"Mv resolution," said Mr. Shea, "Is simplvwhat you are all committed to by the

political platform to which yo uowe yonr
presence In this board.
The vote resulted as follows:
Ayes.Comptroller Coler, Commissioner

Keating, Deputy Comm'ssioner Gibson,
Commissioner Shea, Commissioner Kane.
Nays.President Holahan, Commissioner

Dalton, Borough Presidents Cromwell and
IT <i ffon rl ot"i rnrl thut tVin racntvl c. qhctp that-
if thev hart a right to vote on this question
they would vote aye.
AYhile the meeting was breaking up sub<poeDas from the Mazet Committee were

served upon all the members of the (board.
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MAPO RATS.
ter.) It is the simplest thing in ths
world. My friends, among logicU.nt
their favorite method of argument is
what is called "the reduetio ad absurdum."Mr. Sterne will teii yoo
what that is in English. I will give
you my own definition of "reduetio ad
absurdum." If the city will give me.
I was going to say fifty cents of the
capital stock.if the city will give me
this contract I w'ill undertake to have
those things done, and I will undertake
to get rich besides, because the margin
that these gentlemen allow themselves
is enough to get the land which they
Vttiro nnt t-hor Vlflvo rvnlv trdt .ohdHn

options on some of It.
It Is necessary enough to hare the

works, and it is enough to make a
tremendous revenue. That Is what
they are after.
"Why should the city put on Mr

feet h new enterprise and give it
all the profits, when It Itself Is
furnishing all the capital T Their
capital is to be got out of the stock and
the bonds to which our credit is to give
value. (Applause.)

I want to suggest that (the
comlttee be allowed, and It will
gladly do so, to furnish, at its
expense, able counsel who are

already familiar with this matter,familiar with the statistical
details, and all the details, to
aid Mr. Moss and the counsel of
the Mar.et Committee to show up
this whole matter, (breat applause.)
We have already counsel hard at

-work upon this thin?:. Let us furnish
Mr. Simon Sterne, for instance, and i(
lie does not make them sick, we can
furnish them attorneys and counsel In
this matter that wiM make these sen*
tlemen wish they never had heen born.
Our position is that the city shall

have municipal ownership in this matter,and shall, as fast us practicable,extend the same. (Applause.)
*»*-- much rich food cause* indiaestieu; Johnson's

* «wlieve it at onca.


